OBITUARY.

HONORE DAUMIER.

On the 11th of February there died in a little
cottage at Valmondois, near Paris, Honoré Daumier,
one of the most original and gifted artists that
France has produced during the past three-quarters
of acentury. He was principally known as a cariesr
turist, having published nearly 5,600 designs, lithor
graphic or engraved on wood, in the various {lins
trated journals ot Parls between the years 1832 and
1877. 'This enorinous mass of works, howaver, cot
responded rather to the term caricature as anphel
three centuries ago than to the meaning now usually
given it; that is, thoy were stndies of character
This is shown ineidentally but clearly by the facf
that the artist made his own designs, hut never tht
legend which accompanied them, and tho resources
of the wittiest writers for La Carvcalure and Le
Charivart wore frequently taxed to the ntmost, and
sometimes in vain, to devise phrases which should
fairly express M. Daumler's ideas. The variety of
his designs was as remarkable as their extent. Ha
was an earnest thongh not bitter Republiean,
and he pursued with an unwearied pencil the potiti
ciang of the Orléanist monarehy, as well as those of
the Empire. But, though his political sketches
throw a great deal of light on the politics of bhis
time, especially on those of the reign of Louis
Philippe, they embrace but a small portion of the
field covered by the artist. He took great delight
in portraying the bourgeois spirit of the Freuch in
all its manifestations. The Bar aud the medical pro-

fession figure larzely in his designs, and no one can
appreciate tho fertility and vigor of his genius who
has not traced the infinite wvariety he introduced
into the portraiture of those classes, while present.
Ilng the constant eharacteristies of the types with
such fidolity that they werc always recognizable.
He was also very happy in his satire of the speeular
tive sharpers who came to such prominence in the
period of commercial prosperity under the Oriéanists

and his series of some 400 plates, under the title o

st Robert-Macaire,”” affords many  instructive
glimpses of these peculiar characters. ‘‘Les Femmes
Socialistes,” ‘*Les Divorrouses,” ** Les Bas-bleus ”
were directed to the follies of women; **Les Papas,”’
“‘Las Beaux.Jours de Ia Vie,” **Les Bons Bourgeois,”
at the men, considered from the varying points of
view of society and the family. *‘Le Voyage en
Chine " wns aimed at many a eurrent pretense. We
yeeall ono especially, satirizing the Academy, in
which a group of leavned Chinese sit about a table,
each one in a difforent attitude of somnolence, and
another in whch four Celestials are quarreling ovor
a game of whist. The eostume and the coiffure, ag
well ag the prineipal features, are plaialy Chinese,
but the peculiarities of the faces, which can yet be
seon on the strests of Paris, are not less clearly
brought ont.

Daumier, the son of a glazier, and so0 a member by
birth of the bourgeoisie, was born in Marseilles in
1810, Heserved an apprenticeship at lithograph.
ing, and began his artistic work in La Caricature, un-.
dor Philipon in 1832, Though he will be most known
as 5 satirist, he wasa water-colorist of extraordi-
pary power. Ha treated his subjects rapidly and
broadly, bringing out. the subtle expression with a
toneh or a line, and showing an inexhaustible fer.
tility in composition. So eminent an authority as
M., Viollet le Duc said of him that he was, in 1878,
the one living painter who possessed a touch of the
genlnsof Michael Angelo, and soms of the works
exhibited in May last ot Paris, in the curious collec-
tion of the Rue le Pellatier, explained this extremse
pralse. A peculiarity of Daumier’s was that he
modeled in clay the men, or the typesof men, whom
ho Intended to earicature, and in the collection re
ferred to there were fizuves of Thiers, Guizot, Louis
Napoleon, and others, that were worth volumes of
nemoirs.

Daumier lived very modestly, sndshrank from the
society of all but a few intimate friends, amoung
whom were counted as the most valued and con
stant. Jules Dupré, Corot, and D'Anbigny. He had
a small pension of 3180 a year from the Govern-
ment, but had refused the desoration of the Legion
of Honor. Sinee 1877 he had been nearly blind,
and died finally of a sndden paralysts.
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